CORRECTION

H8290

right and the privilege and the respon-
sibility for decisionmaking among pa-
tients and their doctors, among fami-
lies and their doctors. And the way to
do that is to structure a tax system
that allows individuals, incentivizes in-
dividuals to purchase health insurance,
through whether it is tax deductions or
tax credits, or advanceable refundable
tax credits, through high-risk pools,
through risk pools that allow people to
pool together, making certain that in-
dividuals have the same kind of tax
treatment for the purchase of health
insurance as employers do now, as
businesses do now, all sorts of wonder-
ful ways to bring about the oppor-
tunity for folks to purchase health in-
surance.

So it is not whether or not you have
the current system or whether you
march down the road to more Wash-
ington-controlled bureaucratic medi-
cine. There is another way. And I know
my good friend from Wisconsin has
worked on this extensively on Ways
and Means, and I would be pleased to
hear your comments.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. I just think
that we have a different vision, and
that vision is that we believe we can
provide a system that gives us uni-
versal access to affordable health in-
surance for all Americans, where they
and their physicians are the nucleus of
the medical system. What the majority
is offering is a bankrupting entitle-
ment system, massive tax increases un-
precedented, in addition to the largest
tax increase in American history that
they have already passed here on the
floor this year, and more Washington-
controlled bureaucratic health -care,
where bureaucrats, either HMO bureau-
crats or government bureaucrats make
the decisions in health care rather
than patients and their physicians. We
can come up with a system that is pa-
tient centered, where every American
has access to affordable health insur-
ance, where we have universal access
to affordable health insurance through-
out America. Or that person who has a
risky health care profile, may be over-
weight and has diabetes, has a history
of cancer in the family, we can come up
with a system where that person, too,
can get affordable health insurance and
get access to it without having the
government run the entire system,
without have to go through a govern-
ment or an HMO bureaucrat to make
decisions on how you get your care.
You ought to be able to go to your doc-
tor and come up with a good treatment
plan that works for you, and that is
where the decisions ought to be made.

And more important to that, all the
health care providers, the hospitals,
the physicians, all those who are in
charge of providing care in the health
care system will compete against each
other for the consumers and the pa-
tients’ business. That is the vision we
see, where everybody has access to af-
fordable health care and it is a patient-
centered system, not a government-
driven, government-run, bureau-
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cratically controlled system. And I just
thank the gentleman from Georgia and
the gentleman from New Jersey for
taking this time to address this incred-
ibly important issue.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I appreciate
the gentleman’s comments from Wis-
consin. And this is what we believe, pa-
tient-centered health care, and we
going to work on putting some limbs
and leaves on the tree of this over the
next number of weeks and number of
months, and make certain that the
American people understand, Madam
Speaker, that there is an alternative
and it is a positive alternative. Because
we live in a wondrous and a grand Na-
tion, and a Nation where when individ-
uals are allowed to encourage their
own visions and their own dreams and
their own entrepreneurship and their
own work, that they can decide what is
best for themselves, not government.

Nobody across this Nation I believe is
truly interested in having Washington-
controlled bureaucratic medicine, yet
that is the road that we are about to
march down if this new majority has
their way. Our alternative is patient-
centered, patient-centered health care
and allows individuals to make deci-
sions with their families and with their
physicians and with their health care
providers.

I look forward to working with col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
make certain that as we move forward
on this issue, that we move forward in
a way that ensures that those deci-
sions, those very personal decisions are
able to be made in a very personal way
without the government limiting care,
without the government determining
where you can be seen and who can see
you and what kind of treatment you
would receive.

Madam Speaker, on that positive
note and looking forward to patient-
centered health care across this Na-
tion, I want to once again thank the
leadership for allowing us to spend this
time on the floor.

I yield back the balance of my time.

————————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. CLARKE (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today and through August
3, 2007.

Mr. ENGEL (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of a de-
layed flight.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today on ac-
count of family medical reasons.

Mr. KING of Iowa (at the request of
Mr. BOEHNER) for today on account of
official business.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio (at the request of
Mr. BOEHNER) for today on account of
official business.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
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lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DAVIS of Illinois) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for
5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. LEE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 56 minutes, today.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. CHABOT) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. PoOE, for 5 minutes, July 27 and
30.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, July 27 and 30.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
today and July 24, 25, 26, and 27.

——————

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The SPEAKER announced her signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of
the following title:

S. 966. An act to enable the Department of
State to respond to a critical shortage of
passport processing personnel, and for other
purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 41 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, July 24, 2007, at 9 a.m., for morn-
ing-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2604. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Pesticide Tolerance Nomen-
clature Changes; Technical Amendment
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2002-0043; FRL-8131-3] received
June 28, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

2605. A letter from the Publications Con-
trol Officer, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Law
Enforcement Reporting (RIN: 0702-AA56) re-
ceived June 25, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

2606. A letter from the Director, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Amendments to
Bank Secrecy Act Regulations Regarding Ca-
sino Recordkeeping and Reporting Require-
ments (RIN: 1506-AA84) received June 22,
2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

2607. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Associate Administrator, Environmental
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